Jack "Bob" McKinney
December 1, 1930 - July 2, 2018

Jack B. “Bob” McKinney, age 87, of Kennesaw, GA, died peacefully at home on July 2,
2018.
He spent most of his adult life in the Atlanta area, attending Boys’ High School and the
Atlanta Division of the University of Georgia (now Georgia State University.)
Called an “icon” for his long career and contributions to the automated vehicle cleaning
systems industry, he was well known to the rental car, transit authority and governmental
fleet operators. Previous to that he was employed for 12 years by the Pure Oil Co.
(merged with Union 76). Before moving to Cobb County in 1985, he had lived for 31 years
in DeKalb County. Jack loved to travel. In addition to his frequent business trips, he and
his wife Margaret traveled extensively domestically and internationally. He was an avid
genealogist and had been a Director of the Cobb County Genealogical Society. He was an
active member and Director of the Atlanta Freethought Society. After retirement he
became an ardent writer of Letters to the Editor and "Vents," having dozens published in
the local newspapers. His major concern was the separation of religion and state.
A native of Greenville, SC, he moved to Atlanta in 1943. His parents were the late William
A. and Lois Maude Bowie McKinney. His two brothers, William A., Jr. and Albert T.,
preceded him in death, as did his sister, Virginia Berry Tibbetts.
He was preceded in death by his wife of 58 years, Margaret Wilson McKinney, and
daughters Marilyn Anne McKinney and Mary Colleen McKinney. He is survived by sons
Michael of Rome, GA, William of Newnan, GA and Joseph of Canton, GA, and by his
daughter Carolyn McKinney Afshar of Vero Beach, FL and Washington, DC. Other
survivors include six grandchildren, four great grandchildren and three nephews.
In lieu of flowers, donations to two of Jack's favorite organizations, the Atlanta Freethought
Society or the Mouth and Foot Painting Artists (MFPA), will be appreciated. Visitation will
be at Roy Davis Funeral Home, 5935 Mulberry Street, Austell, GA from 5 to 8 PM on
Friday, July 6. A funeral service will be held at the Atlanta Freethought Hall, 4775 North
Church Lane, SE, Smyrna, GA (off Atlanta Road, 2 blocks South of I-285) at 1 PM on
Saturday, July 7. Burial will be at Westview Cemetery, 1680 Westview Drive, SW, Atlanta,
GA at 3 PM on Saturday, July 7.
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Comments

“

My deepest condolences in your loss. Revelations 21:4 gives us a beautiful hope for
the future.
Take care

Lashelle Branch - July 21, 2018 at 08:54 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Ed Buckner - July 07, 2018 at 08:02 AM

“

Jack was never afraid to be part of a parody or an attempt to gently poke fun at pomposity-he worked hard at AFS Hall but didn't take himself or his efforts (or much else, except
family) too seriously. There's much about Jack that will be missed.
Ed - July 07, 2018 at 09:06 AM

“

Jack ("Bob") McKinney, longtime leader and key supporter of the Atlanta Freethought
Society, died on Monday, 2nd July 2018. A memorial service for Jack is scheduled
for 1 p.m., 7th July, at AFS Hall.
Jack was married for 58 years to Margaret Wilson McKinney, who died in 2007. Born
in 1930, he lived a long life, traveled all over the world with Margaret, and wrote
enough letters to the editor and "Vents" (to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution), almost
always published, to outdo any three or four other writers. One of the highlights of my
[Ed Buckner's] own publishing career came when Jack asked me to be his second
author on a collection of such letters and vents in 2008. (I have only had 2 or 3 vents
published, compared to hundreds of his, but we both managed to keep the readers
of the AJC and the Marietta Daily Journal entertained or outraged for years.) Jack
and I had a grand time selecting and arranging all these and, primarily at his
insistence, we chose to present this in a not-taking-ourselves-too-seriously way. Jack
designed the artwork for the cover and we agreed on a title--"Opinions Are Like Rear
Ends...". (The color of our book cover: a very bright pink.)
Jack wrote on many topics, almost always skewering the pompous and the overly
pious. He was an ardent supporter of freethinking (broadly defined) and a champion
of church/state separation, but mindless lack of logic really got his dander up--and

the perpetrator cut down. He firmly believed, as he wrote in the introduction to our
book, that those "who want to educate the world about our ideas and philosophy
cannot hope to find a better tool than letters to the editor, especially of local papers."
The Atlanta Freethought Society got literally world-wide attention in November 2007
because of Jack. He was over at our house, happily working away with me on our
book, when we heard a radio story about the serious drought then gripping Georgia:
Governor Sonny Perdue announced that he was convening a prayer service 4 or 5
days later on the grounds of the State Capitol to beseech the Almighty to please,
please make it rain. At Jack's suggestion, we decided this display of hypocrisy and
church-state violations could not be allowed to stand unchallenged. The Governor
was making Georgia look ridiculous and Jack and I were both proud Georgians. AFS
protested the rain-prayer-service and the 15 or 20 AFSers who showed up with signs
garnered media attention like you wouldn't--and we didn't at first--believe. CBS
Evening News, Good Morning America, MSNBC, the Associated Press, the leading
newspaper in Singapore--yes, Singapore--all carried stories, including mocking raindance stories and more. It was great fun.
Jack McKinney will be missed mightily by his surviving children, his other kin, his
friends, and--especially in our minds--by the Atlanta Freethought Society.
Ed Buckner - July 06, 2018 at 06:17 PM

